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More and more hydrangeas are starting to pop this week, the paniculata types
in particular. We have a new one, 'Snow Mountain,' grown on a standard in a
15-gallon pot, that is sensational. It is straight and sturdy, with a full
but compact head and buds galore. Also a new crop of 3-gallon Hydrangea
paniculata 'Little Lamb.' I am quite fond of this plant and glad we're
growing it again. It gets just as big as the other paniculatas, 6-8', so
the "Little" is a bit of a misnomer... it's the flower clusters that are
little but there are LOTS of them.
 
I went through all the pot-in-pot beds at the farm last week and found some
choice new stuff. We've got some adorable Cercis 'Ace of Hearts' in a
10-gallon, an ultra-compact redbud with the most beautiful foliage. And a
handsome new sweetgum, 'Slender Silhouette,' which gets 60' tall but only 6'
wide! It has big, glossy, clean leaves and is sterile, so no spiky fruits
to step on with bare feet.
 
The daylilies are gorgeous now, just coming into bloom. We have 'Little
Grapette' (purple), 'Prairie Blue Eyes' (lavender), 'Siloam Double Classic'
(peachy-pink), 'South Seas' (coral), 'Joan Senior' (white), and several
others.
 
We've got a few new batches of perennials ready to go... I really like that
Echinacea 'Harvest Moon,' a rich, warm shade of yellow and a good sturdy
grower. And, a small batch of Sagina subulata 'Aurea' (Scotch Moss), nice
between stepping stones in light shade. It's got lemony-yellow foliage and
teensy white flowers opening now.
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